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A  PRESENT  FROM  NEW-YORK. 


"Village  tjreen. 

On  the  cheerful  Village  Green, 
Scattered  round  with  houses  neat, 

Joyful  boys  and  girls  are  seen, 
Playing  there  with  busy  feet. 

Now  they  caper  hand  in  hand, 
Making  many  a  social  chain  ; 

Then  they  form  a  pleasing  band, 
Marching  o'er  the  level  plain. 

Then  ascends  the  worsted  ball ; 

High  it  rises  in  the  air  ; 
Or  against  the  cottage  wall, 

Up  and  down  it  bounces  there. 
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Now  the  Hoop,  with  even  pace, 

Runs  before  the  merry  lad  ; 
Now  the  Kite,  with  paper  face, 

Rises  high — makes  all  so  glad  ! 

For,  amongst  the  rich  and  gay, 

Fine,  and  grand,  or  deck'd  in  laces, 

None  appears  more  glad  than  they, 
With  happier  hearts,  or  smiling  faces. 

Then,  contented  with  my  state, 
Let  me  envy  not  the  great ; 
Since  true  pleasure  may  be  seen 

On  a  cheerful  Village  Green. 
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{t  I  wish  I  had  that  pretty  flower,  just  over  the 
water ;  I  admire  it  very  much.  I'll  try  and  reach 
it." 

I  wonder  if  this  lad  considered  whether  the 
stick  on  which  he  holds,  were  firm  or  not ;  if  it  is 
not  so,  he  might  be  in  great  danger  of  failing  into 
the  water  below  and  drowning.  Now  the  value 
of  the  flower  is  not  worth  so  dangerous  an  experi- 
ment ;  and  we  take  this  occasion  to  caution  young 
people  not  to  be  so  venturesome,  as  to  endanger 
their  lives,  for  a  trifling  matter. 

Have  you  remembered  on  what  a  brittle  thread 
life  hangs?  Do  you  reflect  that  a  slip,  or  a  false 
step,  might  launch  you  into  eternity — perhaps  un- 
prepared ? 
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A  IAtt\fe  Girl  on  Tire  I 

Alas  !  for  this  little  Girl !  she  seems  to  be  all 
on  fire  !  and  calling  for  help  !  Who  would  not 
run  to  her  assistance  in  such  a  sad  state  ? — But  it 
is  often  too  late;  the  fire  burns  her  naked  arms 
and  face,  and  she  dies  in  great  distress  ! 

Now  we  wish  every  little  girl,  who  sees  this 
picture,  and  reads  this  distressing  tale,  to  be  very 
careful  never  to  play  with  fire,  on  any  account 
whatever,  either  by  lighting  paper  or  sticks,  or 

with  a  candle.  Little  girls,  would  you  like 

to  be  in  such  a  dreadful  situation  ? — Ah  !  no — I 
know  you  would  not :  then  remember  that  many 
little  innocents  are  burnt  to  death,  by  being  so 
naughty  as  to  play  with  fire,  as  you  see  in  the  case 
of  this  poor  girl ! 
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The,  Tail. 

This  boy,  in  climbing  the  tree  for  birds'  nests, 
appears  to  have  had  a  fall,  and  hurt  his  leg,  for  we 
see  a  limb  of  the  tree  lying  before  him.  The  man 
seems  to  be  telling  him  of  the  sin  of  doing  so,  and 
the  consequences  of  it.  Little  boys  are  fond  of 
hunting  birds'  nests,  and  sometimes  they  are  very 
bold,  climbing  up  large  trees,  or  on  branches  of 
shrubbery  which  may  hang  over  the  water,  there- 
by putting  their  lives  in  great  danger.  Little 

boys,  if  you  find  any  nests,  do  not  rob  the  poor 
birds  of  their  eggs,  or  their  young  ones.  You 
would  not  like  (would  you  ?)  that  any  body 
should  take  you  from  your  fathers  and  mothers, 
and  your  comfortable  homes,  and  keep  you  al- 
ways shut  up,  quite  alone,  in  a  very  small  place, 
and  feed  you  in  a  very  strange  way ;  or  almost 
starve  you  to  death. 
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Cruel  Boy. 

Tt  appears  by  this  picture,  that  the  boy  we  see 
there  has  hurt  that  dog  badly,  and  the  master  of 
the  school  is  whipping  him  for  being  so  cruel. — 
So  it  is — if  we  put  others  to  pain,  without  a  cause, 
no  matter  whether  it  be  man  orbeast,wedeserveto 
be  punished  for  the  cruel  deed.  It  denotes  a  want 
of  feeling,  and  want  of  sense  and  good  manners, 
wilfully  to  make  any  creature  unhappy.  How 
cruel  it  is,  to  kill  animals,  merely  for  our  plea- 
sure, or  to  gratify  our  evil  passions. — 13oys,would 
you  like  to  be  cruelly  treated, and  even  put  to  great 
torments  and  death  ?  No,  no — you  are  all  ready 
to  say.  Then  remember,  that  you  cause  no  hurt 
to  be  done  to  any  living  thing,  without  having 
some  good  reason  for  it. 
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Giving  oi  Aims. 

The  boy  we  see  in  the  picture,  appears  to  be 
in  great  distress,  so  much  so  as  to  cause  that  good 
man  to  give  him  alms.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  cause  of  their  afflictions,  every  one  must  ap- 
prove of  the  conduct  of  all  benevolent  persons  who 
help  those  that  cannot  help  themselves. 

We  see  in  the  world,  many  people  who  are 
lame  or  blind,  or  deaf,  or  have  some  other  de- 
ficiency of  body.  Some  are  so  from  their  infan- 
cy, others  have  become  disabled  from  sickness, 
and  various  accidents  that  attend  human  life. — 
I  once  saw  a  boy  who  lost  his  leg  by  a  fall  from  a 
tree.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  after,  whether 
birds'  nests,  or  cherries,  or  apples ;  but  this  I 
know,  that  he  must  always  regret  having  ven- 
tured up  a  tree,  thus  exposing  his  life  and  limbs. 
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The  "FfcTTjfisxaii. 

Boats  are  used  to  carry  people  across  rivers. and 
to  take  produce  to  market.  Here  we  see  a  Boat- 
man, setting  off  his  boat  into  the  deep  waters  with 
a  long  pole.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  sail  in  a  boat, 
when  we  have  a  fair  wind,  and  a  safe  hand  to  steer 
it.  In  New- York,  and  near  large  rivers,  boats 
are  to  be  seen,  some  large,  some  small,  with  va- 
rious names,  such  as  skippers  or  ferry-boats ; 
sail-boats  or  pettiaugers,  with  one  or  two  masts; 
sloops,  schooners,  brigs,  and  large  ships  as  high 
as  forest  trees  and  as  big  as  barns  : — a  wonderful 
sight  to  children  who  have  been  brought  up  in  the 
country  !  Once  a  lad  was  coming  to  New-York, 
and  being  shown  a  sloop,  that  was  sailing  afar  off 
in  Newark  Bav,  said  it  was  a  light-house  .' 
A4 
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^Mischievous  Tiov. 

In  New- York  and  other  large  cilies,  there  are  a 
great  number  of  people  who  gain  an  honest  live- 
lihood by  daily  labour  at  various  useful  trades. 
Among  the  rest  are  bakers,  one  of  whom  we  see 
in  the  picture  having  a  basket  of  rusk  or  bread  on 
his  head,  going  to  supply  his  customers.  Now 
there  is  nothing  wrong  or  mean  in  this  employ- 
ment, so  long  as  he  deals  fairly  with  people  ;  and 
every  body,  I  think,  must  be  shocked  at  the  con- 
duct of  that  big  boy,  we  see  in  the  print,  who  is 
pointing  and  ridiculing  an  honest  but  poor  man, 
in  the  line  of  his  duty.  I  think  every  lad  can 
readily  tell  which  is  the  most  honourable,  he  who 
is  honestly  and  civilly  employed  at  his  business,  or 
he  who  mimics  or  points  to  scorn  without  a  cause. 
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A  Xevf  Boole. 

Come  here  Charles.  Here  is  a  new  book  for 
thee,  which  1*  bought  at  Af.  Day's  Juvbnilk 
Book-store,  where  are  many  more,  with  pretty 
pictures  and  entertaining  and  instructive  reading 
in  them,  some  of  which  I  will  buy  when  this  is 
read  through.  There  is  The  Happy  Waterman, 
People  and  Customs  of  Various  Nations,  Life  of 
Joseph,  Book  of  Cuts,  Black  Bird's  Nest,  Child's 
Port  Folio,  Good  Examples  for  Boys,  Youthful 
Sports,  The  Field  Daisy,  Little  Stories  for  Little 
Children,  Riddle  Books,  and  a  long  list  of  others, 
from  all  which,  Charles  shall  have  his  choice ;  for 
it  is  much  better  to  buy  good  books,  than  cakes 
or  toys,  that  will  delight  but  a  short  time,  and 
afford  no  instruction. 
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T\\e  Affrighted  Girl. 


O  Brother,  run  !  run  !  T  am  frightened  at  this 
swarm  of  Bees  around  my  head  !  Come,  leave 

thy  marbles  and  brush  them  away  !  The  little 

girl  need  not  be  alarmed  :  bees  are  harmless  in- 
sects, if  they  are  not  wilfully  disturbed.  How  in- 
teresting it  is  to  watch  their  active  little  move- 
ments, and  to  see  some  going,  and  others  coming 
home  richly  laden  with  sweet  yellow  honey,  which 
they  lay  up  in  their  cells,  to  feed  upon  during 
winter.  The  honey  we  eat,  and  the  wax  we  use, 
are  made  by  these  industrious  little  animals, 
which  we  kill  in  order  that  we  may  take  their 
hard  earnings  ! 
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Sheep  and  their  liambs. 

Come  and  let  us  go  into  the  fields,  and  observe 
the  sheep,  and  the  lambs;  to  see  them  skip  and 
frisk  about !  They  do  not  hurt  each  other,  but 
look  very  meek  and  good  natured,  and  have  soft, 
thick  white  wool  upon  their  backs.  Now  they 
run  this  way  ;  now  that ;  sometimes  up  hill,  then 
down — so  harmless  and  so  hrppy  ! — The  lamb 
is  a  very  innocent  animal ;  peihaps  no  creature 
in  the  world  is  more  so.  Those  good  children 
who  peruse  the  Holy  Scriptures,  know  that  the 
Lamb  is  often  mentioned  in  many  parts  of  it. 
"  Let  us  be  as  innocent  as  the  lamb,  and  harmless 
as  the  dove."  This  is  a  wise  saying,  and  may 
all  good  children  endeavour  to  do  so,  if  they  wish 
to  be  beloved  and  happy. 
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I  heard  somebody  cry  just  now.  I  wonder 
who  it  was  !  It  was  some  naughty  boy  I  fancy. 
Come  and  let  us  go  to  the  window,  and  look  if  we 
can  see  any  one.  I  wonder  if  that  big  naughty 
boy  yonder,  has  thrown  that  small  lad's  horse 
over  the  wall.  Hark  how  the  poor  child  cries  ! 
For  shame,  thou  big  cross  boy,  to  do  thus  !  Wick- 
ed boys  do  wicked  acts,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
right  to  make  others  unhappy,  even  if  they  have 
done  us  an  injury.  To  render  good  for  evil,  is 
one  of  the  first  doctrines  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion ;  and  all  good  children,  who  wish  to  be  great 
and  happy,  will  take  care  to  observe  this  excel- 
lent rule.    Also,  to  do  unto  others  as  you 

WOULD  WISH  THEY  SHOULD  DO  UNTO  YOU. 
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l'WTiavfe  them. 


Hold  !  hold  !  my  lad  !  that  limb  may  brake, 
or  thy  loot  may  slip,  and  then  away  thou  goest 
into  the  water,  and  if  deep,  thou  art  in  danger  of 
drowning  !  What  can  be  worth  so  much  hazard 
as  to  lean  and  endanger  one's  self  in  such  a  man- 
ner .'  If  there  should  be  any  water-fowls'  nests 
there,  full  of  eggs,  can  even  twenty  of  them  be 
compared  with  the  loss  of  fine  clothes,  perhaps 
life  itself?  No  :  then  take  warning,  children,  and 
be  satisfied  with  a  sight  of  this  picture,  and  never 
expose  your  lives,  in  a  like  situation,  for  any  tri- 
fling cause.  O  think  of  the  many  anxious  hours 
your  parents  have  endured  in  watching  over  your 
welfare,  and  never  heedlessly  endanger  your  lives. 
Remember — 1  Life  is  short,  eternity  is  long !' 
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Hattung . 

Boys  are  commonly  fond  of  batliing.  This  is 
a  heahliful  and  pleasant  amusement,  but  it  ought 
to  be  exercised  with  caution,  and  the  following 
rules  observed  : — 1st.  lie  careful  not  to  go  into 
the  water  when  heated,  nor  be  exposed  to  the 
air  too  long  in  a  state  of  perspiration.  2d.  Never 
go  alone.  3d.  Do  not  venture  into  deep  water, 
if  you  cannot  swim.  4th.  Always  have  permis- 
sion of  your  parents  or  guardians.  5th.  Endea- 
vour to  learn  to  swim,  for  a  knowledge  of  this  art 
has  been  frequently  the  means,  under  Providence, 
of  prolonging  life. 

Dr.  Franklin,  when  a  boy  used  to  practice 
the  method  of  swimming  that  is  shown  in  the  cut. 
His  comrade  took  his  clothes  around  the  pond, 
and  he  crossed  it  by  means  of  his  kite,  which  drew 
him  along  in  the  water  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
imaginable.  He  was  a  remarkably  good  swim- 
mer. 
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TSenjamin  T?Tarik\\ii. 

What  lad  is  there  who  has  not  heard  of  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  the  gn  at  American  Philo- 
sopher and  Statesman  ?  He  was  once  a  poor 
boy,  wandering;  up  and  down  in  the  earth  ;  and 
by  very  careful  attention  to  his  manners,  and  in- 
dustrious and  studious  conduct,  he  stored  his 
mind  with  a  fund  of  useful  knowledge,  and  rose, 
by  degrees,  to  the  most  honourable  stations 
amongst  men.  The  picture  above,  describes  the 
interview  he  had,  when  a  travelling  boy,  with 
the  governor  of  New-York,  in  his  library,  by 
whom  he  was  treated  with  great  civility,  and 
marked  kindness.  Now  this  is  very  encouraging 
to  every  one,  rich  or  poor ;  for  the  way  is  open  to 
all  to  be  respected  and  useful  in  their  day. 
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Grand  ExneTimevvt. 

«*  O  here's  a  man  flying  a  kite  !  That  is  boy's 
play,"  perhaps  some  young-  persons  are  ready  to 
exclaim.  But  hold  !  this  cut  represents  the  grand 
experiment  of  Franklin,  when,  as  was  said  of 
him,  he  snatched  fire  from  heaven.  He  is  here 
seen  accompanied  by  his  son,  with  a  kite  in  the 
air,  under  a  thunder-cloud,  from  which  he  drew 
electrified  sparks  ;  and  he  appears  to  be  touching 
the  key  with  his  finger,  when  he  received  a  strong 
shock.  On  this  depended  his  success.  What 
feelings  must  then  have  inspired  his  bosom ! 
This  discovery  astonished  the  philosophers  of 
Europe.  "  What !  said  they,  "  an  American, 
a  being  of  an  inferior  order,  make  discoveries.' 
Impossible ! " 
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Coach. 


To  ride  in  a  fine  carriage  is  very  pleasing.  It 
is  the  privilege  of  only  a  few  children  to  ride  in 
coaches.  Those  who  have  rich  parents,  ride  in 
finely  decked  carriages,  with  sprightly  horses  — 
But  do  you  think  there  are  no  little  girls  and  boys 
happy,  but  such  as  ride  in  coaches  ?  Yes,  indeed, 
there  are  many.  Happiness  does  not  consist  in 
fine  things.  Many  a  little  farm-boy,  may,  with 
much  propriety,  repeat  the  following  lines  : — 


THB  LITTLE  HUSBANDMAN. 


I'm  a  little  husbandman, 
Work  and  labour  bard  I  can  ; 
I  am  happy  all  the  day, 
At  my  work  as  if 'twere  play; 
Though  Ft«  nothing  fine  to  wear 
Vet  for  that  I  do  not  care. 


When  to  work  I  go  along, 
Singing  loud  my  morning  long, 

With  my  wallet  on  my  back, 

Or  my  waggon  whip  to  smack : 

0, 1  am  aa  bappy  then, 

As  tha  Idle  gentlemen. 
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Here  is  a  fine  view  of  a  large  sloop,  in  full  sail, 
ploughing  the  waves  as  she  goes.  These  vessels 
are  well  known  to  most  young  people  who  live  in 
towns  near  the  sea,  or  large  rivers  ;  but  to  chil- 
dren particularly  who  dwell  far  in  the  country, 
this  picture  will  be  interesting.  These  sloops 
carry  passengers  and  produce,  and  return  from 
market  with  merchandise.  The  sail  in  front  is 
called  the  jib,  the  large  one  is  the  mainsail,  and 
that  high  up  is  the  topsail;  on  the  extreme  height 
is  fixed  the  streamer. 
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Steamboat. 


To  make  a  picture  of 
a  Steamboat,  or  to  give  a 
description  of  it,  cannot 
afford  half  the  pleasure 
that  a  stranger  would  en- 
joy to  sail  in  one.  But 
as  this  book  is  principal- 
ly designed  for  children 
who  do  not  live  in  cities, 
or  near  great  rivers,  we 
doubt  not  they  will  be 
glad  to  find  a  Steamboat 
in  the  '  Present  from 
New- York.'  Here  she 
is  in  full  speed,  with  her 
colours  flying,  and  smoke 
issuing  from  her  chim- 
neys !  See  what  a  crowd 
of  people  there  is  on 
board  !  The  boat  moves 
swiftly  along  against  the 
wind  &  tide  without  sails. 
By  means  of  machinery, 
which  is  moved  by  steam, 
(a  wonderful  invention 
of  our  countryman  Fulton)  the  boat  is  propelled 
by  wheels,  one  of  which  we  see  in  the  print.  At 
New-York,  we  have  a  number  of  these  boats ; 
many  go  to  Albany,  and  some  to  Elizabethtown- 
Point,  Amboy,  and  New-Brunswick  ;  others  run 
to  New-Haven,  New-London,  and  Rhode-Island; 
and  one  to  Flushing,  and  Shrewsbury,  &c. 


CAREFUL  SHEPHERD. 


